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in the future. When the latter deceives their
hopes, they recognise the fact that they have not
lived. Around us, before us, behind us, therefore,
we behold only people who have fallen on the road,
often duped, and almost always sorrowful and
wretched.

The moralists usually regard happiness with
inconceivable scorn. It drags along behind
ethical systems like an importunate shadow. Yet,
without the intervention of Happiness, there is
nothing stable in human institutions or in moral
systems. When it is lacking, there is nothing
real, nothing solid in the foundations of life.
What is the advantage of overlooking its im-
portance? Happiness, like the gods of ancient
Olympus, always arrives in time to make its
weight felt in the life of human beings.

IV. The principal problem of our modern life
consists in reconciling tfie old and the new faith.
The bygone one taught us that life on earth is
only a dung-heap out of which grows the
invisible Paradise of our dreams; that of the
present day believes that life has a purpose in
itself.

We must be happy on earth, with the assurance
of being still more so in the future life, say the
believers.